
  
 

 

 

And so the question is 

whether all of us – as 

citizens, and as 

parents – are willing 

to do what is 

necessary to give 

every child a chance 

to succeed. 
 - President Obama - 

 
Durango Foundation for 
Educational Excellence 

 
  
 Serving the students and teachers of Durango School District 9-R 
since 1984, the Durango Foundation for Educational Excellence operates 
independently from the school district to support educational excellence, 
by funding programs and projects which meet the expressed needs of 
teachers, students and parents. Funding comes from the philanthropy of 
local businesses, private foundations, community members, and 9-R staff 
members who recognize an obligation to enrich the 9-R educational 
system and, in doing so, the social fabric of the region and the future of 
its most precious resource – the children. 
 
 2010 was a year of growth and accomplishment for DFEE, despite 
a difficult economy, as the foundation added $82,400 to its endowment 
fund, and established a Student Competition Fund to assist student teams 
moving beyond the local level in academic-based competitions.  DFEE 
provided over $39,000 in program funding and over $9,500 in incentive 
funding for the 2010-2011 school year, and administered the distribution 
of 11 scholarships for Durango High School students pursuing higher 
education.  DFEE additionally celebrated the service of 9-R staff and 
provided awards to six staff members for their outstanding contributions 
to the education of our students.  
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 This report is provided for the many sponsors and 
donors who make DFEE grants and scholarships possible, 
and it is dedicated to providing the recognition, 
accountability and transparency their charity deserves. 

 Special thanks are given to DHS alumnus and 
volunteer Sean Deaver for his work on this report, and to 
DHS student and intern Angela Grogan for her 2010 
contributions to DFEE’s work. 



\ 

 2 

2010 Financial Summary 

Revenue  2009  2010 

Total General Donations  $40,879   $23,124  

Total Fundraising Donations  $40,986  $56,755 

Investment Income   $18,135    $15,023  

Other Income   $2,812    $2,266  

Total  $102,812   $97,168 

        

Expenses       

Program Expenses   $46,039    $55,594  

Management & General Expenses   $38,287    $37,858  

Fundraising Expenses   $6,600    $5,704  

Total   $90,926   $99,668   
     

 

DFEE added $82,400 to its endowment fund, and $11,050 to a newly 
established Student Competition Fund, during 2010. 

2010 Scholarships 
 (Awarded or continued) 

Brinton Family Girl’s Swimming Scholarship 
Helen Smith Friendship Award 
Mary Ruth Bowman Boy’s Swimming Scholarship 
Class of 1959 Alumni Scholarship 
Sachs Construction, LLC Scholarship  
Tom Hartney Scholarship 
Scott Slade Memorial Golf Scholarship 
Pine River Valley Bank Scholarship 
Robert and Christine Finegan Heinich Scholarship 
Steve Duke Leadership Award 
Scott Newbold Memorial Scholarship 
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“Each 
contribution, 
no matter how 
small, helps to 
provide 
innovative and 
enriching 
educational 
programs for 
our students.” – 
Dr. Keith Owen 
 

A most sincere ‘Thank You’ 
to our 2010 Sponsors and 

Donors: 
 

Tom Hartney Golf Tournament 
Sponsors and Donors 

Morehart Murphy Auto Center 
Coca Cola of Durango 

FCI Constructors 
Nichols Electric  

 
Bank of the San Juans 

Roberta Barr 
Diane and MacDonald Becket 

Nick and Sandy Blaisdell 
Brennan Oil 

Coldwell Banker 
Conservancy Oil Company of Durango 

A & L Coors 
Dalton Ranch Golf Club 
Durango Dermatology 

Durango Glass 
Durango Liquor 

Durango Mountain Resort 
Finney Land Company 

First National Bank of Durango 
Flanagan Architecture 

FredrickZink & Associates 
The Glacier Club 
Goff Engineering 
Griffith Properties 
John Hansen ICA 

Roger Hayes 
Bob and Kelly Hill 
Huck Finn Exxon 

Maynes, Bradford, Shipps & Sheftel 
McDonald’s 

McLachlan and Underell 
Meadowgold Dairy 

The Montego Bay Company 
Mountain Bike Specialists 

Parsons 
The Payroll Department 

Peak Energy 
Philips and Hards  

PJ’s Gourmet Market  
Prudential Triple S Realty 

Anne Putnam 
Riteway/Flooring America  

Shand, Newbold & Chapman 
Smile 4 Kids/Ryan Mickelson DDS 

Dave Deaver and Mary Stengel 
Sunnyside Farms Market  

Tierra Group 
Mark Ugai, DDS   

Gail Aalund/Wells Fargo Advisors 
The Wells Group 

9-R Employee Appreciation 
Event Sponsors and Donors 

 
Wells Fargo Bank 

The Jewelry Works 
Morehart Murphy Auto Center 

 
Blooms 

Carver’s Brewing Company 
City Market North 

CJ’s Diner 
Coca Cola of Durango  

College Drive Cafe 
Dietz Market 

The Doubletree 
Durango Joe’s 

Four Corners Distributing 
Gazpacho’s  
Ken & Sue's  

The Lost Dog 
The Mahogany Grille 

Mama’s Boy 
Maria’s Bookshop 

Jay Marqua 
Mutu’s Italian Kitchen 

The Nail Shoppe 
Nature’s Oasis 

Norton’s Catering 
The Ore House 
The Palace Grill 

Philips and Hards 
Seasons 

Serious Texas Barbecue 
Star Liquor 
Steamworks 

Mary Stengel and Dave Deaver 
Sunnyside Farms Market 

Zia Taqueria  
 
 

2.5 Million Campaign 
Contributors 

A 9-R School Board Member 
Community Banks of Colorado 

Grace Deltscheff  
Sherri Rochford Figgs  

First National Bank of Durango 
The Estate of Bud Maynard 

Dan and Mary Claire Patterson  
Mary Stengel and Dave Deaver 

Gretchen Wilson 
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Harris Water Engineering 
Jim Hatfield 

Dan Huntington 
Rochelle Mann and Joel Jones 

Marc and Jane Katz 
Kennebec Construction 

Janet King, D.C. 
Keith and Mary Kotlar 
Susan and Tim Kroes 

Edward Kutzleb 
Sandra Berman LaFrance and Tim LaFrance 

Robert Lieb 
Ann B. Litow 

Nicki Masseion 
James Mead  

Morehart Murphy Auto Center 
John and Katie Ogier 
Pat and Jan Murphy 

Dennis and Mary Flood Orrick 
The Peerless Tyre Company 

Kerry Petranek 
Kim Martin and Steven Phillips 

Jerry and Kris Poer 
David and Marcy Pugh 

David Rakita 
Fred Rector 

The Red Snapper 
Stephen Roderick 

Robert and Barbara Sammons 
Billy Saunders 

Ken and Michele Shackles 
Doug Shand 
Merl Short 

Steve and Jane Short 
Martha Simpson 
Katherine Sinton 

Margie Sittner 
JB Spalding   
Tom Stuber 

Bill and Dorothy Tarpley 
Julie Taylor     

Vanessa Taylor 

 
 
 

Shaila Van Sickle 
Marie Wells 
Ann Willard 

Gerry and Karen Zink 
Leonard Zink 

  

In Memory of Sandra Oliver 

Frank and Katherine Campana 
Clifford and Joyce Capp 
Hal and Vivan Emrich  

Joseph and Charlene Fronczak  
Dale and Kathy Jessup  

Toni Romero 
 
 

In Memory of Robert DeNier 

E.C. & Joanne Brennan 
Clarice D’Arcy 
Ulys Gardella 

James and Dorothy Gore 
Pat Murphy 

Ruth Parkinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Pettigrew  

Janice Sheftel  
Martha Simpson  
Roderick Turner    

Tom Wolfe 
 
 

2010/2011 Grant Funders 

Anschutz Family Foundation  
Ballantine Family Foundation 

High Noon Rotary 
Kinder Morgan Foundation 

La Plata Electric Association 

 

Ski for Education Sponsors 
 

Durango Mountain Resort 
Bank of Colorado  

Four Corners Broadcasting  
 
 

Student Competition Fund 
Donors 

 
Estate of Bud Maynard  

Moni Grushkin  
Dick Gibbs 

 

Back to School and Other 
Donors 

 
Numerous District 9-R Employees 

Sharon and Bill Abshagen 
Cissy and John Anderson Family Fund 

Richard and Mary Lynn Ballantine 
Mary Barter 

Rebecca Taylor Bartsch 
Dirk Bedarff 
Lisa Breed 

Kyle Campbell 
Marcia Clouser 
Rowean Crader 
Mary Ann Craig 

Jan and Gary Derck 
Durango Area Association of Realtors 

Elaine and Denny Ehlers 
Louise Ireland Frey 

Stanna Galbraith 
Ulys Gardella 

Scott and Susan Graham 
Griffith Properties 
Kathleen Hackstaff 

Joann and Jim Hards 

Donors and 
Sponsors 
(Cont’d): 
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Florida Mesa Interactive 
Whiteboards: 

“Our  SMART boards have 
allowed us to make daily lessons 
such as Daily Oral Language, 
EveryDay Math, phonics games, 
literacy activities, social study 
activities and science activities 
interactive and multi-sensory, thus 
engaging students' critical 
thinking skills.” -- Karin Bowker, 
Teacher, Grade 1, Florida Mesa 
Elementary 

DHS ‘LIFE’ program and Mobile 
Broadcast Studio: 

DHS Freshman Angela Grogan interviews 
Diane Lashinsky, DHS Principal: 

 
I.  How has the Durango Foundation for 
Educational Excellence benefited 
DHS? – The incentive grants are the best 
way to recognize and reward students. 
For example, the last incentive money 
donated by DFEE bought new showcases 
to display student works. Funds also go 
towards small assemblies and ceremonies 
to reward students. Grants also free 
teachers to try new ideas and to 
supplement programs including the LIFE 
program. 
II.  How have the LIFE program and the 
Mobile Broadcast Studio benefited from 
DFEE funding? -- Regarding LIFE, the 
curriculum in this type of community-
based program benefits from 
supplemental grants, which aid students 
in learning life skills. The Mobile Broadcast 
Studio inspires students and allows 
teachers, Eric Hillstrom specifically, to 
continuously innovate the program. 
       

Program Supported  School  Amount 

Volunteer Program 
DeNeir Youth Services 

Center  $1,200  
Accelerated Reader Program  Riverview Elementary   $1,200  

Animas Valley Learning 
Garden 

Animas Valley Elementary 
 $525  

Mobile Broadcast Studio  Durango High School   $6,285  
International Baccalaureate 

Programs 
Florida Mesa and Needham 

Elementary   $5,000  
Read Naturally Program  Sunnyside Elementary   $3,315  
K ‐ 2nd Grade Classroom 

Technology 
Needham Elementary 

 $6,000  
Special Education Classroom 

Technology 
Escalante Middle School 

 $4,136  
1st Grade Classroom 

Technology 
Florida Mesa Elementary 

 $7,655  
LIFE Special Education 

Program 
Durango High School 

$3,000 
Back to School Backpacks  The Family Center  $1,000 

     $39,316  

 

Incentive funding was additionally allocated to all District 
schools to support character-building, reading, and 
academic achievement incentives. 

 

2010/11 Program and 
Incentive Funding Overview 

Needham Int’l Baccalaureate 
Proaramme of Inquiry Tree 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

9-R Employee 
Appreciation 
Celebration 

Awarded Outstanding….. 

Elem. School Teacher – Cindy Winckel  

Middle School Teacher – Debra Goodman 

High School Teacher – Erik Nordstrom 

Support staff –  Dan Huntington, Julio 
Martinez, Deawne Maddox 

Contact us:  Bitten Skartvedt, Executive Director 
   Mary El Emrich, Office Assistant 
 

(970) 385-1491  www.dfee.net  info@dfee.net 


